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Fs: venerable Conſtitution handed down to us, through a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of ages, from our Saxon and Britiſh anceſtors, this is the baſis 
and the vital principle—Law, To BIND ALL, MUST BE ASSENTED 
TO BY ALL, - | | 

And it was their felicity to have made that ** beſt diſcovery of political 
« wiſdom,” whereby this aſſent of all throughout the realm was to be col- 
lected and carried into execution; namely, a freely-chaſen, a full and equal 
REPRESENTATION. But it was foreſeen, that to delegate the power of 
enacting Laws to a ſingle aſſembly of Repreſenratives, or to a ſingle Coun- 
cil, or a ſingle Magiſtrate, would be to eſtabliſh at once a deſpotiſm; and 
to divide it between Two only, would not provide a laſting ſecurity againſt 
that evil; for that which ſhould once acquire the aſcendant, would ne- 
ceſſarily render itſelf abſolute. Hence it was wiſely ſettled that the Legiſ- 
lature ſhould conſiſt of THREE diſtinct powers, with different gradations 
of dignity, and conſequently different individual intereſts ; while the har- 
monizing of the whole ſhould produce the good of the State: ſo that by 
reaſon of this diverſity of individual intereſts, and the oppoſing ſentiments- 
and paſſions thence naturally excited, every matter propoſed might be ex- 
hibited in all poſſible lights, and undergo a full and free diſcuſſion ; and 
nothing become Law, but through the medium of mature deliberation, 
and mutual conceſſions to that grand intereſt which was common to all. 

Theſe three powers we call King, Lords, and Commons. 

It is on all hands agreed, that- this inſtitution of government is excel- 
lently adapted to the ſecurity of that FREEDOM: which is our common inbe- 
ritance. Bat this is only acknowledged, ſo long as each of theſe powers 
remains independent of either or both of the other two: for, if one of 
them ſhould loſe its independence, it is evident that our government, 
notwithſtanding outward appearances, would conſiſt of only two powers 3 
and if two ſhouJd loſe their independence, it is equally evident that our 
government, although three in ferm, would in effect conſiſt of only one 
power, £4 | e | 

The moment that either the Crown, the Lords, or the Commons loſe 
their independence, in that moment our Conſtitution is violated, our Go» 
vernment is overturned, and our Liberty is endangered. 

As every Engliſhman has an equal inheritance in this Liberty; and in 
thoſe Laws and that Conſtitution which have been provided for its defence; 
it is therefore neceſſary that every Engliſhman ſhould know what that Con- 


ſtitution 1s ; when it is S4FE ; and when ENDANGERED. 


on 
To diffuſe this knowledge univerſally throughout the realm, to circulate 
it through every village and hamlet, and even to introduce it into the 
humble dwelling of the cottager, is the wiſh and the hope of this Society. 

They truſt it is a wiſh that will be approved by all good men; and that 
it is a hope not ill founded, in a country whoſe love of Liberty is its cha- 
racteriſtic, and where every thing generous, and in favour of that Liberty, 
is congenial with the beſt and warmeſt feelings of the people. 
So extremely ſimple are thoſe firſt principles of our Conſtitution, upon 
which depends THE LIBERTY OF THE PEOPLE, that the Society are 
convinced any ſuch inſtitution as theirs had for ever been unneceſſary, bad 
not certain of our Parliaments, without authority, unjuſtly, and againſt 
their fidelity, deſpiſing the wiſdom of the great founders of our govern- 
ment, and the rights of their conſtituents, departed from and violated 
this found maxim of popular Freedom, that © To the bulk of any nation, 
« deftined to labour and not to ſtudy, to act and not to ſpeculate, it is 
© neceſſary to enjoy the p n undiminiſhed, and the conſtant exerciſe 
unabridged, of its legiſlative or ELECTION RIGHTS, as the only pelſible 
% means by Which it can retain @ knowledge of thoſe Rights, and of their 
© jneftimable value; or by which it can preſerve its Liberty. 

It has been juſtly obſerved by a diſtinguiſhed writer *, that When a 
© PEOPLE have loſt the power of legally aſſerting their Rights, they are 
« expoſed to that which is THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF POLITICAL 
% RUIN, the loſs of even the remembrance of them.” And, agreeable 
to the above maxim, another excellent author informs us, that Our 
* Saxon forefathers eſtabliſhed their government in Britain, before the 
„ tranſactions of mankind were recorded in writing, at leaſt among the 
northern nations: they, therefore, handed down to poſterity the prin- 
e ciples of their government, BY THE: ACTUAL EXERCISE OF THEIR 
© RIGHTS ; Which became the ancient uſage and cuſtom. of the people, 
„ and the law of the land And hence it came to paſs, that when this 
< antient cuſtom and uſage cea/ed to act, the remembrance of the cuſtom 
_ .** ceaſed with it. We may add to this, that, ſince the Conqueſt, our 
arbitrary kings, and men of arbitrary principles, have endeavoured to 
«* deſtroy the few remaining records and hiſtorical facts, that might keep 
in remembrance a form of government to kind, friendly, and hoſpitable 
* to the human ſpecies +.” X | | + 0 
It is the aim of this Society to ſupply, as far as may be, the want of 
thoſe deſtroyed records, and to revive in the-minds of their fellow-citizens, 
THE COMMONALTY AT LARGE, a knowledge of their loft Rights; ſo 
that, knowing the value of their Inheritance, and the abſojute neceſſity of 
, exerciſing their Election Rights as extenſively and as conflantly as our 

facred Conſtitution and its great Founders intended, they may reſtore 
Freedom aud Independency to that branch of the legiſlature which origi- 
nates from, repreſents, and is anſwerable to THEMSELVES, 

That this Independency hath been unconſtitutionally incroached upon, 
hath long, from its notoriety, been the public ſentiment, and is now the 
public complaint: and even the Commons' Houſe of Parliament itfelf hath 


De Lolme's Conſtitution of England, p. 210. 
+ Biſtozical Eſſay on the Engliſh Conſtitution, p. 8, 
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E | 
ackuowledged both the juſtice and the neceſſity of this complaint, by its 
memorable vote on the 6th day of this month. 

If there be any one cauſe of alarm to the People of England of greater 
magnitude than all others, it is ſuch a confeſſion as this on the part of 
their repreſentatives in the legiſlature : it is big wich ſolemn warning; it 
is full of ſerious admonition. | 
Hence all thoſe who have a regard for their peace, their property, or 
their ſacred laws; all who feel the tender affect ions of kindred, or children, 
or parents; all who are friendly to ſociety, or who love their country; 
who are inſpired by gratitude to the Founders and Preſervers of this 
Conftitution, and who wiſh to leave it as an inheritance to poſterity ; are 
called upon by every conſideration which can awaken ſleeping virtue, or 
ſtimulate the breaſt to wiſe and generous actions for their own and their 
country's good, thoroughly to inform themſelves what the Conſtitution 183 
what is its preſent DANGER; and by what means it may be placed in 
SAFETY. | | 
April 1780. 
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RULES any RESOLUTIONS 


OF THE 
S 
FOR 
CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION. 


RESOLVED, | 
; TH AT Conſtitutional Tracts, tending to revive in the minds of the 
commonalty at large a knowledge of their loſt rights, particularly 
ſuch as reſpect the election and duration of the repreſentative body, and to 
impreſs them with a ſenſe of rheiff importance, be diſtributed at the ex- 
pence of the Society, and under its direction. | | | 
II. That this Society be ſubje@ to ſuch laws and regulations as a majo- 
rity of a General Meeting ſhall from time to time ordain. 
III. That this Society be unlimited in its numbers, and that no one ſhall 
be eſteemed a member who hath not ſubſcribed and paid, at leaſt, One 
Guinea towards its expence; and that no annual ſubſcription ſhall exceed 
Five Guineas ; and if any one ſhall chooſe to compound by paying down 
Thirty Guineas he ſhall be deemed a perpetual member. | 
IV. That at any General Meeting the ſeveral laws or regulations may 
be read over, and altered or annulled, and that no alteration in the rules 
1 or laws of this Society ſhall take place, unleſs confirmed at a Second Ge- 
ral Meeting. . 1 | | 

V. That this Society ſhall hold Four ſtated General Meetings in the 

Fear; viz. the Firſt on the ſecond Tueſday in November, the Second on p 

; the laſt Tueſday in November, the Third on the Firſt Tueſday in gas! 
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ad the Fourth on the laſt Tneſday of the ſame month, at Six o'clock n 
the Afternoon, where the Preſident and Treaſurer, Two Vice Preſidents 
and Treaſurer, or the Treaſurer and Committee, fhall appoint, and ſuch 
perſons reſpectively ſhall have power to call an extraordinary General 
Meeting ; notice of which to be given by the Secretary. 

VI. That no buſineſs ſhall be concluded at any General Meeting, unleſs 
there ſhall be at leaſt Thirteen members preſent ; but if Nine ſhall be 
Preſent, they ſhall have power to adjourn the meeting to ſome future day; 
notice whereof ſhall be given by letter from the Secretary. 

VII. That if the Committee ſhall recommend to any General Meeting, 
that the thanks of this Society be given to the author of any ingenious and 
uſeful publications, it ſhall be the firſt buſineſs at the next General Meet- 
lag to be entered upon after the firſt reading of the minutes; and any 
author, ſo thanked by this Society, may then be propoſed as an honorary. 
member; and if not more than two negatives be put on the queſtion, he 
ſhall be a member accordingly without any ſubſcription. 

VIII. That at the Sccond General Meeting in. November in every year, 
the firſt buſineſs after the reading of the minutes of the laſt meeting (ex- 
cept there be a recommendation from the Committee for a vote of Thanks 
for a publication) ſhall be the election of the Officers and Committee for 
the year enſuin 

IX. That al queſtions in this Society be determined by ballot; and 
that all ballots be taken by the Preſident or preſiding member. : 

X. That all members ſhall be choſen at a General or Monthly Meeting; 
and that no candidate ſhall be propoſed for a member, unleſs his recom- 
mendation hath been preſented, at leaſt Eight Days, to the Committee at 

ſome former meeting. 
Xl. That no perſon ſhall be propoſed to be a member of this Society, 
unleſs he be recommended by one member, and the propoſal ſeconded 
by another. 

XXII. That if any candidate at his elcction ſhall have Two negatives, 
he is thereby for ever rendered incapable of being a member. 

XIII. That no perfon ſhall be on the Committee who ſhall have had 
One negative: bat leſt ſuch negatives ſhould have been given through 
miſtake, a Second ballot ſhall be had in both thele caſes, provided ir be 
immediately demanded, 

XIV. That if any perſon be hen an improper member, the So- 

ciety at a General Meeting have the power of expulſion, 

XV. That there be ſtated General Monthly _— of the Society to 

receive the reports from the Committee. 

XVI. That all proceedings of the Society and its Committee be fairly 
tranſcribed into proper books for that purpoſe by the Secretary from the 

rough minutes, againſt the next meetings of the Society and Committee; 

and that every member hath a right to inſpect thele books by applying to 

the. Secretary, 

Xvi. That all books and papers belonging to this Society hall be kept 

locked. up by the Secretary when not in uſe. - 

XVIII. it being abſolutely necefſary that this Society ſhould be certain 


of its fuuds, it isgeſolved that no one ſhall be deen ed a member, who ſhall 


have neglected paying bis aundul ſubſcription within Three months after 
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his election, or being three months in arrear; nor allowed to be preſent at 
any meeting of this Society until he has paid up his arrears, provided 
notice ſhall have been ſent him, by the Secretary, to one of his uſual 
places of abode One month before the Three Months are expired: And 
that all ſubſcripcions in aid of the Society be annual. 

XIX. That there be a general audit of the Treaſurer's accounts twice 
in every year ; Viz. on the Second Tueſday in December, and the Second 
T ueſday in May; and on thoſe days the members of the Society do dine 
together at 4 o'clock at ſuch central place as the Treaſurer ſhall appoint, 
who ſhall order a dinner to be provided, not exceeding 4s. per head; and 
that immediately after dinner one of the Auditors ſhall read a ſummary 
{tate of the accounts fo audited ; and on theſe audit dinners each member 
Mall have the privilege to bring with him a friend, provided he fend in 
his name to the Freaſurer at leaſt three days before; and that the Pre- 
ſident, Vice-Preſidents, and Treaſurer, ſhall be at liberty. to introduce to 
dinner two friends, each giving the ſame notice to the Treaſuger. 

XX, That Five Auditors of Accounts be appointed from among the 
members who are not of the Committee, at the General Meeting preceding 
each andit day, who ſhall have power to examine, audit, and paſs the 
Treaſurer's accounts, and to (tate the particulars of the ſame to the Firſt 
General Meeting after the audit day, which accounts ſhall be ſigned by 
Three of the auditors at leaſt. 

XXI. That a Committee for printing and correſpondence, conſiſting 
of Twenty-one members, be choſen ; but that each member of this So- 
ciety hath a right to attend and vote; and that any Five of this Com- 
mittee be ſvfficient to do buſineſs, and to draw on the Treaſurer for the 
neceſſary ex pences; and that the Treaſurer be always one. 

XXII. That there ſhall go off from the Committee every year One 
Third of its members, and the like number be choſen in their ſtead from 
the Society at large. 

XXIII. That there be Weekly Meetings < the Committee from the 
Firſt Friday in October to the Firſt Friday in May; after which the 
Committee meetings ſhall be once in each of the Months of June, July, 
Auguft, and September, with power to adjourn from time to time. 

XXIV. That the chair be taken at Seven o'clock preciſely, after which 
no Tea, Coffee, or Wine ſhall be permitted in the Committee. 

XXV. That no pamphlet or publication ſhall be printed at the expence 
of this Society, the coll of which, when ready for delivery, ſhall exceed 3d. 
each, unleſs it is recommended by a ſubſcriber of Thirty Guineas ; except 
the recommender will be at the extra expence, a calculation of which ſhall 
be made, and the money paid into the hands of the Treaſurer before it 
goes to preſs; and in {ſuch caſe, the ſaid member ſhall have, at his own 
diſpoſal, one third of the number printed, provided the firſt colt of ſuch 
publication ſhall amount to Gd. each ; but in caſe the firſt coſt be under 6d. 
and more than 3d. the ſaid member ſhall only be entitled to one fourth o 
the impreſſion. 

XXVI. That every member, whether a ſubſcriber of One Guinea or 
more, ſhall be entitled to the diſpoſal of à certain proportion according 
to the money ſubſcribed. And for the ſaulsfaction of the members, and 
that no error be committed in tke diviſion, there ſhall. be a — * 


. 
of proportions made out by the Secretary for the peruſal of the members; 
who ſhall be firſt ſerved, with the quota, if demanded, and the remainder 
be at the diſpoſal of the Committee. | 
XXVII. That each member have a right to recommend to the Com- 

mittee any tract to be printed by the Society, provided it be in the 
poſſeſſion of the Committee for their conſideration at leaſt Eight. days 
(unleſs upon occaſions which may require giving earlier information to the 
public) and be approved of by Two thirds of the members preſent. 

XX VIII. That to prevent impoſitions on the Public, there ſhall be printed 
the following words on the Title and laſt pages of every publication 
amounting to a ſheet or more, Printed and Diſtributed GRATIS by the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information. | 


N. B. Letters of Communication to the Society to be directed 
To Mr. T. Yeates, N* 2 New Inn, Wych-Street, 
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Extracis from the Reſolutions of the Weſtminſter Committee 
reſpetting the Conſtitutional Rights of the Engliſh People. 


King's Arms Tavern, New Palace Tard, 
Monday, March 20, 1780. | 
| RESOLVED, | | | 
THAT Annval Parliaments are the undoubted right of the People of 
England, and that the act which prolonged their duration was ſub- 
verſive of the Conſtitution, and a violation on the part of the repreſen- 
tatives of the ſacred truſt repoſed in them by their conſtituents. 
RESOLVED, 5 
That the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of this country is inade- 
uate to the object, and a departure from the firſt principles of the Con · 
itution. 12 . 
RESOLVED, Nov. 17, 1780. 
That as the voice of the Commons of England is no leſs neceſ- 
fary for every legiſlative purpoſe, than that of either the King or the 
Lords, the People have a juſt and inherent privilege to correct the abuſes 
of repreſentation, whenever ſach abuſes ſhall have ſo increaſed as to rob 
them of their conſtitutional ſhare in their own government. 
April 4, 1781. 
Whereas aſſertions have been thrown out reſpecting the preſent aſſocia- 
tions of the counties, cities, and corporate bodies of this kingdom, re- 
preſenting them as unconſtitutional and illegal, and as tending to endan- 
ger the public tranquillity, 8 | 
| RESOLVED, l | | | 
That the People of England have an undoubted right to aſſemble peace- 
ably, in order to conſider and reſolve upon the proper meaſures for reſtor- 
ing the freedom and independency of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 
to appoint Committees of correſpondence, with a view of aſſiſting in the 
proſecution of that deſign, and to aſſociate in a legal manner for the pur+ 
Poſe of carrying ſuch reſolutions into effect. | 
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DECLARATION 


Ee. OF THOSE | 
Rights of the Commonalty of Great Britain, 
Without which they cannot be FREE. 


IT 1S DECLARED, | | 

AIRST, That the government of this realm, and the making of laws 
F for the ſame, ought to be lodged in the hands of King, Lords of 

arliament, and Repreſentatives of the whole body of the freemen of this 
realm. | 
2dly, That every man of the commonalty (excepting infants, inſane 
perſons, and criminals) is, of common right, and by the laws of God, 
a Freeman, and entitled to the full enjoyment of Liberty. "LINE 

| 3dly, That liberty, or freedom, conſiſts in having an afual ſhare in 
the appointing of thoſe who frame the laws, and who are to be the guar- 
dians of every man's life, property, and peace: for the ALL of one man 
is as dear to him as the ALL of another; and the poor man has an equal 
right, but more need, to have repreſentatives in the legiſlature than the 
rich one. | | TT 

Athly, That they who have no voice nor vote in the elefting of repre- 

ſentatives do not enjoy liberty, but are abſolutely enſla ved to thoſe who 
have votes, and to their repreſentatives : for to be enſlaved, is to have go- 
vernors whom other men have ſet over us, and to be ſubject to laws made 
by the repreſentatives of others, without having had repreſentatives of our 
own to give conſent in our behalf. / 8 

 $thly, That @ very great majority of the commonalty of this realm 
are denied the privilege of voting for repreſentatives in parliament ; and 
conſequently they are enſlaved to a ſinall number, who do now enjoy this 
privilege excluſively to themſelves; but who, it may be preſumed, are far 
from wiſhing to continue in the excluſive poſſeſſion of a privilege, by 
which their fellow- ſubjects are deprived of common right, of juſtice, of 
liberty; and which, if not communicated to 41 L, muſt ſpeedily cauſe the. 
certain overthrow of our happy conſtitution, and enſlave us aLL. And, 

6thly and laſtly, We alſo ſay and do aſſert, that it is the right of the 
commonalty of this realm to elect a new Houſe of Commons once in every 
year, according to ancient and ſacred laws of the land: becauſe, whenever 
a parliament continues in being for a langer term, very great numbers of 
the commonalty, who have arrived at the years of manhood ſince the laſt 
election, and therefore have a right to be actually repreſented in the Houſe 
of Commons, are then unju/tly deprived of that right. At the ſame time 


the cauſe of virtue ſuffers through the diſſipation and extravagance of the 


riſing 
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rif ing generation. whom the enjoyment of the annual and univerſal right 
of ſuffrage would recall from unworthy pleafures, and animate to the tull 
exertion of every generous and patriotic princi iple which can ornament the 
miad of man. 

When the above ban dn is compared with the preſent long parlia- 
ments, and unequal repreſentation of the people, which have brought 
this kingdom to the brink of ruin, every true friend to his country is ſo- 
Jemnly called upon to uſe his utmoſt endeavours for the reſtoration of 
annual parliaments, and that right of voting, which God and the Con- 
ſtitution have given him. In his hearty labours to obtain theſe civil and 
Juſt 3:ghts, let every one practiſe the Chriſtian rule, to do unto others as 
we would they ſhould do unto us. Then will that bleſſed zra come, when 
every man hal] be free and happy under his vine, on earth peace, and 
conſequently glory to God | in the higheſt. 


| A REAL FRIEND TO THE PEOPLE. 


| . from a Treatiſe of PoLITIC powk, 


Witten by Dr. JohN Por NEH, Biſhop of Wincheſter, in 1556, 
banithed by Queen Mary. | 


At this time particularly recommended to the public ed 


ND becauſe public matters of a realm, that concern all and every 
| man's life, wife, children, lands, gods, and whatſoever cannot be 
treated on by all men, but all muſt put their truſt. in a few, men ovght 
to be wile, and circumſpect whom they truſt: for there be too many that 
— not what become of their neighbours, ſo they may proſper them- 

ves; what become of the whole realm, ſo their own families may ſtand 
fill. He that maketh ſuit to be a deputy for a multitude, ſeemeth to ſue 
for his own rain - glory or profit. Thoſe that ſend letters not io chooſe 
this man, but to chooſe ſuch a man, have in their heads more than the 
univerſal wealth of all. He that bringeth letters to be preferred, meaneth 
not the benefit of them whom he would ſerve. He that giveth money, 
and maketh great feaſts, rhinketh ſome other fetch than the ſervice of his 
neighbours. He that refuſeth or releaſeth his ordinary wages, looketh 
for ſoine greater extraordinary reward. He that is always or oft at princes” 
| I or in practiſers' palaces, cannot long continue the n true 

proctor 
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